[Quality control in clinical testing--past and near future].
To provide clinical testing that is useful for medical treatment, it is essential to provide correct, reliable test results to doctors and patients, i.e. high-quality test data are always required for appropriate medical treatment. To fulfill this requirement, it is necessary to establish and smoothly manage a test quality control system designed to maintain a fixed level of data accuracy and precision. The history of quality control in clinical testing spans nearly 30 years and new developments and innovations are required in this field. In this memorial lecture, I will review the development of clinical laboratory testing and explore the potential for improved test result control in the near future.